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VARIABLE WIND TURBINE HAVING A
POWER DISSIPATING UNIT; A METHOD OF
OPERATING A POWER DISSIPATING UNIT
IN A WIND TURBINE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a wind turbine,
and in particular, to a method for operating a power dissipat-
ing unit in a wind turbine.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A wind turbine is an energy conversion system which
converts kinetic wind energy into electrical energy for utility
power grids. Specifically, wind incident on blades of the wind
turbine generator (WTG) causes a rotor of the WTG to rotate.
The mechanical energy of the rotating rotor in turn is con-
verted into electrical energy by an electrical generator.
Because wind speed fluctuates, the force applied to the WTG
blades and hence the rotational speed of the rotor/generator
can vary. Power grids however require a constant frequency
electrical power to be generated by the wind turbine.

One type of wind turbine that provides constant frequency
electrical power is a fixed-speed wind turbine. This type of
wind turbine requires a generator rotor that rotates at a con-
stant speed. A disadvantage of such fixed-speed wind turbine
is that it does not harness all of the wind’s energy at different
speeds and must be disabled at low wind speeds. Another type
of' wind turbine is a variable speed wind turbine. This type of
wind turbine allows the generator to rotate at variable speeds
to accommodate for fluctuating wind speeds. By varying the
rotating speed of the generator rotor, energy conversion can
be optimized over a broader range of wind speeds.

A full scale power converter based wind turbines (which is
a type of variable speed wind turbine) usually includes a
power converter having a generator side converter coupled to
a grid side converter via a direct current (DC) link. The
generator side converter regulates the power of the generator.
This power passes through the DC-link, and is eventually fed
to the grid through the grid side converter. The grid side
converter regulates the grid side power. The same is true for
the Doubly Fed Induction Generator (DFIG) systems where
only a portion of the power from the generator passes through
the power converter.

A wind turbine may be requested to shut down, for example
due to a fault in the grid, component failure in the turbine/
wind farm or requested by the grid operator. When the wind
turbine reduces its power during shut down, the power pro-
duced by the wind turbine decreases to zero at a specified rate.
The rate of decrease of power, commonly called the power
ramp down rate, is dependent on the power ramp down rate of
the generator. How fast the turbine power can decrease during
a shut down is normally limited by the maximum ramp down
rate of the generator e.g. 0.2 pu/sec.

However, certain grid codes/utilities may require the tur-
bine to ramp down at a rate faster than the maximum ramp
down rate of the turbine/generator e.g. 0.4 pu/sec. It is also
foreseen that some countries may specify in their grid code
requirements a minimum ramp down rate of turbines during
shut down.

Hence it is desirable to provide a method of operating a
wind turbine to provide a ramp down rate which is higher than
the maximum ramp down rate of the turbine or generator.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the invention, a variable speed
wind turbine is provided. The variable speed wind turbine
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comprises a generator, a power converter for converting at
least a portion of electrical power generated by the generator,
the power converter comprising a generator-side converter, a
grid-side converter and a DC (direct current) link therebe-
tween, a power dissipating unit operatively coupled to the
DC-link, and a controller. The controller is adapted to receive
a request to reduce power output from the wind turbine,
determine a feed forward power signal based on a reference
generator power and a desired turbine power, and operate the
power dissipating unit based on the feed forward power sig-
nal.

According to a second aspect of the invention, a method of
operating a power dissipating unit in a wind turbine is pro-
vided. The power dissipating unit is operatively coupled to a
power converter for converting at least a portion of electrical
power generated by a generator. The method comprises
receiving a request to reduce power output from the wind
turbine, determining a feed forward power signal based on a
reference generator power and a desired turbine power, and
operating the power dissipating unit based on the feed for-
ward power signal.

According to a third aspect of the invention, a method of
operating a wind turbine is provided. The method comprises
receiving a request to reduce power output from the wind
turbine, decreasing an amount of electrical power generated
by the wind turbine, and controlling a power dissipating unit
operatively coupled to a power converter of the wind turbine,
such that the power output from the wind turbine is decreased
at a desired rate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood with reference to
the detailed description when considered in conjunction with
the non-limiting examples and the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a general structure of a wind turbine.

FIG. 2 shows an electrical system layout of the wind tur-
bine with a power dissipating unit.

FIG. 3 shows a control algorithm for operating the power
dissipating unit according to an embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates various parameters of the wind turbine
during the operation of the power dissipating unit according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 5 shows a control algorithm for operating the power
dissipating unit according to an embodiment.

FIG. 6 shows a flow-chart of a method for operating the
power dissipating unit in the wind turbine according to an
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A generator is an electromechanical machine capable of
converting mechanical energy into electrical energy. The gen-
erator used in a wind turbine could be any type of generator
including but not limited to, a permanent magnet generator,
doubly-fed induction generator and squirrel cage induction
generator. The electrical power from the generator has a vari-
able frequency due to the variable rotational speed of the
rotor. A portion or all of the electrical energy or power gen-
erated by the generator is converted by a power converter into
a fixed frequency electrical power suitable to be supplied to a
power grid or a load.

The load may be a DC (direct current) or an AC (alternating
current) load. For supplying power to the grid, the power
converter converts the electrical power with variable fre-
quency into electrical power having a fixed frequency
required by the grid. Specifically, a generator-side converter
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converts at least a portion of power from the generator and
passes it to the grid through the grid-side converter. When
supplying power to a load, for example a DC load, the DC
power may be obtained from a DC-link between the genera-
tor-side converter and the grid-side converter. The power
dissipating unit is coupled to the DC-link of the power con-
verter. The power dissipating unit may also be known as a
chopper circuit, and can dissipate power at the DC-link.

A controller is adapted to receive a request to reduce or
ramp down the power output from the wind turbine, deter-
mine a feed forward power signal and operate the power
dissipating unit based on the feed forward power signal. This
request to reduce or ramp down the power output may be a
shut down signal for shutting down the wind turbine.

The feed forward power signal is determined based on a
reference generator power and a desired turbine power. The
reference generator power may be based on a power profile of
the generator and includes a ramp down power profile of the
generator. This power profile may be provided by the genera-
tor manufacturer. It can also be obtained from experiments
such as operating the generator and tracking the power out-
puts of the generator at various conditions. The reference
generator power may be an instantaneous generator power of
the power profile of the generator.

The desired turbine power may be based on a desired power
profile of the output of the wind turbine. The desired power
profile includes a ramp down power profile at the turbine
output at a required/desired ramp down rate. This required
power ramp down rate at the turbine output may be based on
requirements from grid codes. It may also be defined or
specified by a user or operator. For example, a grid code may
require that a turbine be able to ramp down its power at 0.4
pu/sec. The desired turbine power may be an instantaneous
turbine power output of the desired power profile of the tur-
bine.

The feed forward power signal determined based on the
reference generator power and the desired turbine power is
used to control the operation of the power dissipating unit. It
should be noted that under normal operating condition of the
wind turbine, the output power of the wind turbine is almost
the same as the output power of the generator. Hence the
power profile of the turbine output may also be taken as the
reference generator power according to an embodiment.

According to an embodiment, the power dissipating unit
comprises at least a switch and a resistor. The power dissipat-
ing unit is turned on by closing the switch. The switch may be
a power semiconductor device such as an Integrated Gate
Bipolar Transistor (IGBT) which can be turned on or oft by a
suitable gate voltage through a gate driver. Other power semi-
conductor devices or switches are possible. In alternative
embodiments, the power dissipating unit may include at least
a switch and at least one of a resistor, an inductor or a capaci-
tor.

According to an embodiment, the feed forward power sig-
nal is the difference between the reference generator power
and the desired turbine power. Specifically, at a given time t,
the instantaneous value of the desired turbine power is sub-
tracted from the actual instantaneous value of the generator
power to generate the feed forward power signal. As men-
tioned earlier, since the output power of the turbine is similar
to the output power of the generator, the feed forward power
signal may be generated by subtracting the desired turbine
power from the actual turbine power.

According to an embodiment, the controller is adapted to
operate the power dissipating unit by determining a duty ratio
for activating the power dissipating unit. The duty ratio refers
to the percentage of time period the power dissipating unit is
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activated or turned on in one cycle. The duty ratio has a value
from 0 to 1. When the duty ratio is 0, the power dissipating
unit is turned off completely, and when the duty ratio is 1, the
power dissipating unit is turned on for the whole duty cycle.
When the duty ratio is 0.7, the power dissipating unit is turned
on for 70% of the duty cycle (it is off for 30% of the remaining
duty cycle).

According to an embodiment, the controller is adapted to
generate the duty ratio by determining power to be dissipated
by the power dissipating unit, determining a maximum power
that can be dissipated by the power dissipating unit, and
determining the ratio of the power to be dissipated and the
maximum power, thereby obtaining the duty ratio. The power
to be dissipated by the power dissipating unit is determined
based on the feed forward power signal. If the power to be
dissipated exceeds the maximum amount of power that can be
dissipated by the power dissipating unit, the duty ratio will be
1. In a further embodiment, the power dissipating unit is
designed such that the maximum amount of power that can be
dissipated by the power dissipating unit is always larger than
the power that needs to be dissipated.

It should be noted that a person skilled in the art would
readily recognize that any features described above could also
be used in conjunction to the method of operating a power
dissipating unit according to the second aspect of the inven-
tion, and to the method of operating a wind turbine according
to the third aspect of the invention.

FIG. 1 shows a general setup of a wind turbine 1. The wind
turbine 1 includes a tower 2 having a number of tower sec-
tions, a nacelle 3 positioned on top of the tower 2, and a rotor
4 extending from the nacelle 3. The tower 2 is erected on a
foundation 7 built in the ground. The rotor 4 is rotatable with
respect to the nacelle 3, and includes a hub 5 and one or more
blades 6. Wind incident on the blades 6 causes the rotor 4 to
rotate with respect to the nacelle 3. The mechanical energy
from the rotation of the rotor 4 is converted into electrical
energy by a generator (not shown) in the nacelle 3. The
electrical energy is subsequently converted into a fixed fre-
quency electrical power by a power converter to be supplied
to apower grid. The wind turbine may also form part ofa wind
farm or a wind power plant comprising a plurality of wind
turbines. All the electrical power generated by the individual
wind turbines in the wind farm are consolidated and supplied
to the power grid via a Point of Common Coupling (PCC).

Although the wind turbine 1 shown in FIG. 1 has three
blades 6, it should be noted that a wind turbine may have
different number of blades. It is common to find wind turbines
having two to four blades. The wind turbine 1 shown in FIG.
1 is a Horizontal Axis Wind Turbine (HAWT) as the rotor 4
rotates about a horizontal axis. It should be noted that the
rotor 4 may rotate about a vertical axis. Such a wind turbine
having its rotor rotates about the vertical axis is known as a
Vertical Axis Wind Turbine (VAWT). The embodiments
described henceforth are not limited to HAWT having 3
blades. They may be implemented in both HAWT and VAWT,
and having any number of blades 6 in the rotor 4.

FIG. 2 shows an electrical system of the wind turbine
having a power dissipating unit or a chopper circuit 105
according to an embodiment. The electrical system includes a
generator 101, a power converter 102 and a main transformer
103. The electrical system is connected to a power grid 107.
The power converter 102 includes a generator-side converter
110 and a grid-side converter 111 connected via a direct
current (DC) link 112. The DC-link 112 includes a DC-link
capacitor 113. The power dissipating circuit 105 is connected
to the DC-link 112. The electrical system also includes grid-
side filters 108 for filtering switching harmonics.
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The generator 101 converts mechanical energy or power to
electrical energy or power having AC voltage and current
(collectively referred to as “AC signals™), and provides the
generated AC signals to the generator-side converter 110. The
AC signals from the generator have a variable frequency, due
to varying wind. The generator-side converter 110 converts or
rectifies the AC signals to DC voltage and current (collec-
tively know as “DC signals”) which are placed on the DC-link
112. The grid-side converter 111 converts the DC signals on
the DC-link 112 into fixed frequency AC signals for the power
grid 107. The power comprising the fixed frequency AC sig-
nals at the output of the grid-side converter 111 is stepped up
by the main transformer 103 into a level suitable to be
received and transmitted by the power grid 107. The opera-
tion of the generator-side converter 110 and the grid-side
converter 111 is controlled by a controller 120.

The power dissipating circuit 105 is connected to the DC-
link 112 and is adapted to dissipate power at the DC-link 112.
The power dissipating circuit 105 includes at least one switch
114 and a plurality of chopper resistors 115. The operation of
the power dissipating circuit 105 is controlled by activating
the switch 114. When the switch 114 is closed, power at the
DC-link 112 is dissipated by the chopper resistors 115. The
activation of the switch 114 and hence the operation of the
power dissipating circuit 105 is controlled by the controller
120.

It should be noted that FIG. 2 is only an illustration of an
electrical system in a wind turbine where only common com-
ponents are shown. The electrical system may include other
components such as generator-side filters, sensors, grid and
generator breakers/contactors, pre-charge arrangement, etc.
In another embodiment, a doubly-fed induction generator
(DFIG) may be used wherein the stator windings of the gen-
erator are connected to the grid via the turbine transformer,
and the rotor windings of the generator is connected to the
turbine transformer via a power converter system. The power
dissipating circuit 105 may only have one resistor instead of
aplurality of resistors. The power dissipating circuit 105 may
also include other dissipating units suitable for dissipating
power.

FIG. 3 shows a control algorithm for operating the power
dissipating circuit 105 according to an embodiment. This
control algorithm may be implemented in the controller 120
of the wind turbine. The output of this control algorithm is a
duty ratio for activating the switch, and hence controlling the
operation of the power dissipating circuit 105. The control
algorithm may be activated to control the power dissipating
circuit 105 when there is a request to shut down the turbine.

In the control algorithm of FIG. 3, the difference between
the reference generator power P, and the desired tur-
bine power P, , is obtained as the feed forward power signal.
Specifically, the desired turbine power is subtracted from the
reference generator power as illustrated below:

P,

Prp=P, grid

generator ( 1 )
where Py is the feed forward power signal, P_,,..,..., 15 the
reference generator power and P, is the desired turbine
power.

The reference generator power P, is the instanta-
neous power of the generator output when the generator is
shutting down. It can be determined from the reference power
ramp down rate of the generator or measure directly the
instantaneous power output of the turbine. The desired tur-
bine power is the instantaneous power of the turbine output
based on a desired turbine ramp down rate during a shut

down. The feed forward power signal P, is the amount of
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power to be dissipated by the power dissipating circuit 105 in
order to achieve the desired power ramp down rate of the
turbine.

The maximum power that can be dissipated by the power
dissipating circuit 105 is determined as follows:

v 2
Pax = R
where P, .. is the maximum power that can be dissipated by

the resistor or resistor bank in the power dissipating circuit
105 at the DC-link voltage V ,_, and R, is the resistance of the
resistor in the power dissipating circuit 105. The resistance
value R, of the resistor is normally selected such that the
P, 18 larger than an anticipated maximum power that may
need to be dissipated. In an embodiment, the value of R, is
chosen such that P, is about 10-20% larger than the nomi-
nal power rating of the turbine. The maximum power P,
may also be changed by changing the value of the DC-link
voltage V..

At a given voltage V,_, the duty ratio for operating the
power dissipating circuit 105 is determined as the ratio
between the power to be dissipated P, and the maximum

power P, .., that is:
pr Frr 3
" Prax

where DR is the duty ratio. Since the power to be dissipated
P 1n order to obtain the desired turbine ramp down rate is
always less than the maximum power P, the duty ratio has
avalue from O to 1.

FIG. 4 shows illustrates the different parameters of the
wind turbine during the operation of the power dissipating
unit according to an embodiment. The first graph 201 shows
the value of the reference generator power from time t=0
second to t=15 second. The second graph 202 shows the value
of the desired turbine power having a desired power ramp
down rate. The third graph 203 shows the value of the duty
ratio. The first, second and third graphs 201, 202, 203 are all
on the same time-scale.

It can be seen from the first graph 201 that the generator is
only able to ramp down the power from 1 pu (per unit) to 0 pu
in5s (fromt=5stot=10s). Before t=5 s the duty ratio is 0, and
the power dissipating circuit 105 is not activated to dissipate
any power. Att=5 s, there is a request to shut down the turbine
with a power ramp down within 2.5 s (similar to the profile
shown in the second graph 202). Hence at t=5 s, the compu-
tation of the feed forward power signal P starts by subtract-
ing the desired turbine power P, (graph 202) from the
reference generator power P, (graph 201).

At 5 s<t<7.5s, it can be seen that the desired turbine power
P, decreases at a faster rate than the reference generator
power P, resulting in an increase in the difference
between the two power values. Accordingly, the feed forward
power signal Py increases. This results in the duty ratio for
operating the power dissipating circuit 105 to increase. At 7.5
s<t<10 s, the desired turbine power has already decreased to
zero but the generator power P, is still decreasing in
value. Hence the feed forward power signal P, also
decreases, resulting in the duty ratio to decrease. However
during this period, the power dissipating unit 105 is still
operating to dissipate power to ensure that turbine power

max?
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output remains at zero since there is still power from the
generator. At t=10 s, the duty ratio is zero as both the genera-
tor power and the turbine power have reached zero and there
is no need to dissipate any power to bring the desired turbine
power to zero.

Accordingly, it can be seen that the control algorithm for
the power dissipating circuit 105 according to the embodi-
ment has allowed the turbine to achieve a fast ramp down rate
as shown in graph 202, which is faster than the ramp down
rate of the generator. In FIG. 4, the desired turbine power was
ramped down from 1 pu to 0 pu. It should however be noted
the invention is not limited to reducing or ramping down the
turbine output power from 1 pu to O pu. According to an
embodiment, the turbine power may be ramped down from X
putoY pu, whereY has a lower value than X. It should also be
noted that the ramp down rate of the turbine power (i.e. graph
202) need not be twice as fast as the reference generator
power output (i.e. graph 201). The turbine power may be
reduced to O pu within 1 second or within other time periods
in other embodiments, depending on system or grid require-
ments.

FIG. 5 shows a control algorithm for controlling the opera-
tion of the power dissipating circuit 105 according to another
embodiment. In the control algorithm of FIG. 5, a reference
DC-link voltage V. 211 and an actual DC-link voltage
V4 210 are obtained. Both the reference DC-link voltage
V 4o rorand the actual DC-link voltage V ;. are subsequently
squared in this embodiment. The difference between the
squares of the actual DC-link voltage 203 and the reference
DC-link voltage 202 is obtained as a DC-link error voltage
squared 205. A PI (Proportional Integral) controller 201
receives the DC-link error voltage 205 as input and outputs a
DC-link error power 206. A limiter 212 is used to limit the
value of the DC-link error power 206 to zero if the DC-link
error power 206 has a negative value. According to an
embodiment, the control algorithm further includes deter-
mining the feed forward power signal P, 207. As described
earlier, the feed forward power P is the difference between
the reference generator power and the desired turbine power.

The total power P, ,; to be dissipated 209 is the sum of the
DC-link error power 206 and the feed forward power Pyp.
Similar to the control algorithm described in FIG. 3, the
maximum power that can be dissipated by the power dissi-
pating circuit can be determined using equation (2).

The duty ratio for operating the power dissipating circuit is
determined as the ratio between the total power to be dissi-
pated P, ,,; and the maximum power P, that is:

maxs

DR = Protat (4)

Prrax
where DR is the duty ratio. Since the total power P, ,, is
always less than the maximum power P, .., the duty ratio has

avalue from O to 1.

Under normal conditions, the voltage at the DC-link is
regulated by a DC-link controller to a preset DC-link voltage.
The preset DC-link voltage is the voltage level which is
maintained at the DC-link under normal conditions. The ref-
erence DC-link voltage V. 211 is predefined or set to a
value which is higher than this preset DC-link voltage. There-
fore under normal conditions, the DC-link error power 206 is
negative as the DC-link voltage 210 (which is regulated to the
preset DC-link voltage) has a value lower than the reference
DC-link voltage 211. This negative value of the DC-link error
power 206 is then limited to zero by the limiter 212. Since the
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feed forward power will be approximately zero (unless the
turbine has been instructed to shut down), P, ; is also zero.
Accordingly, the duty ratio is zero and the chopper circuit 105
is not activated.

When the turbine is instructed to shut down, the feed for-
ward power P, becomes non-zero. This results in the total
power P, . to become non-zero. Therefore, the duty ratio
will now have a non-zero value between 0 and 1. Depending
on the reference generator power and the desired turbine
power, the duty ratio may follow the profile shown in the third
graph 203 of FIG. 4. A non-zero value of the duty ratio causes
the power dissipating circuit to be activated, thereby dissipat-
ing power through the DC-link. For example when the duty
ratio has a value of 0.5, the chopper circuit is activated or
turned on for 50% of the time in one duty cycle. Accordingly,
the turbine output power can be ramped down at a desired
rate.

It is also possible to have an enable signal which enables
the control algorithm to take into account the feed forward
power signal only when the enable signal has been detected.
This enable signal may only be generated upon detection of a
turbine shut down signal. When this enable signal is not
detected by the control algorithm, the feed forward power
signal is ignored by the control algorithm and the power
dissipating unit is only activated based on the DC-link voltage
V 4. This increases the robustness of the control algorithm.

The control algorithm of FIG. 5 has been described with
reference to the full scale converter based turbine shown in
FIG. 2. It should be noted that the control algorithm described
with reference to FIG. 5 is also applicable in a DFIG system.
In the full scale converter based turbine shown in FIG. 2, the
power transferred by the grid side converter 111 is approxi-
mately the same as the power supplied to the grid 107 if any
power losses between the output of the grid side converter 111
and the grid 107 is assumed to be negligible. Similarly, the
power supplied to the generator side converter 110 is approxi-
mately the same as the power generated from the generator
101, assuming negligible power losses between the output of
the generator 101 and the generator side converter 110. In a
DFIG system, the power supplied to the grid is the sum of the
power transferred by the grid side converter 111 and the
power transferred through the stator windings. It should also
be noted that the PI controller 201 may also be replaced with
a P (Proportional) controller or a PID (Proportional Integral
Derivative) controller in other embodiments.

FIG. 6 shows a flow-chart of a method for operating the
power dissipating unit in the wind turbine according to an
embodiment. Step 300 includes receiving a request to reduce
or ramp down power output from a wind turbine. The request
to reduce power output may be a request to shut down the
wind turbine.

Step 310 includes determining the feed forward power
based on the reference generator power and the desired tur-
bine power. In an embodiment, the feed forward power signal
is determined based on the difference between the reference
generator power and the desired turbine power. Step 320
includes operating the power dissipating unit based on the
feed forward power signal. In an embodiment, the duty ratio
is used to operate the power dissipating unit. The chopper
circuit as described with reference to FIG. 2 earlier is an
example of the power dissipating unit. In an embodiment, the
duty ratio is the ratio between the power to be dissipated by
the power dissipating unit and the maximum power the power
dissipating unit can dissipate. The power to be dissipated is
the sum of the DC-link error power and the feed forward
power signal in an embodiment. Steps 300 to 320 are then
repeated, so that the duty ratio is constantly being updated.
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It should be emphasized that the embodiments described
above are possible examples of implementations which are
merely set forth for a clear understanding of the principles of
the invention. The person skilled in the art may make many
variations and modifications to the embodiment(s) described
above, said variations and modifications are intended to be
included herein within the scope of the following claims.
The invention claimed is:
1. A variable speed wind turbine comprising:
a generator,
a power converter for converting at least a portion of elec-
trical power generated by the generator, the power con-
verter comprising a generator-side converter, a grid-side
converter and a DC (direct current) link therebetween;
a power dissipating unit operatively coupled to the DC-
link; and
a controller, wherein the controller is adapted to:
receive a request to shut down the wind turbine;
determine a feed forward power signal from the differ-
ence between a reference generator power and a
desired turbine power, wherein the reference genera-
tor power is derived from a predefined ramp down
power profile of the generator, and the desired turbine
power is derived from a desired ramp down power
profile; and

operate the power dissipating unit by determining a duty
ratio for activating the power dissipating unit, wherein
the controller is adapted to generate the duty ratio by:

determining a power to be dissipated by the power dis-
sipating unit based on the feed forward power signal
such that the power output from the wind turbine is
decreased at a desired rate;

determining a maximum power that can be dissipated by
the power dissipating unit; and

determining the ratio of the power to be dissipated and
the maximum power, thereby obtaining the duty ratio.

2. A variable speed wind turbine of claim 1, wherein the
power dissipating unit comprises at least a switch and one
resistor.
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3. A variable speed wind turbine of claim 1, wherein the
power dissipating unit is directly coupled to the DC-link.

4. A variable speed wind turbine of claim 1, wherein the
predefined power ramp down power profile is at least one of
received from a manufacture of the generator and derived
using prior experiments to determine a ramp rate of the gen-
erator.

5. A variable speed wind turbine of claim 1, wherein the
feed forward power signal is the amount of power to be
dissipated by the power dissipating unit in order to achieve the
desired rate.

6. A method of operating a wind turbine having a generator,
a power converter and a power dissipating unit, the power
dissipating unit being operatively coupled to the power con-
verter for converting at least a portion of electrical power
generated by the generator, and the method comprising:

receiving a request to shut down the wind turbine;

determining a feed forward power signal from the differ-
ence between a reference generator power and a desired
turbine power, wherein the reference generator power is
derived from a predefined ramp down power profile of
the generator, and the desired turbine power is derived
from a desired ramp down power profile; and
operating the power dissipating unit by determining a duty
ratio for activating the power dissipating unit, wherein
the duty ratio is determined by:
determining a power to be dissipated by the power dis-
sipating unit based on the feed forward power signal
such that the power output from the wind turbine is
decreased at a desired rate;
determining a maximum power that can be dissipated by
the power dissipating unit; and
determining the ratio of the power to be dissipated and
the maximum power, thereby obtaining the duty ratio.

7. A method of claim 6, wherein the power dissipating unit

is directly coupled to a DC-link in the power converter.
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